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Established by Otto Penzler in early 2018, Penzler
Publishers makes its debut this fall with the launch of
American Mystery Classics, a line of newly-reissued
mystery and detective fiction from the years between
the first and second World Wars, also known as the
genre’s Golden Age.
Our carefully-curated titles include celebrated classics
by authors including Erle Stanley Gardner, Ellery
Queen, and Mary Roberts Rinehart, each
one refreshed with attractive new covers and
contextualized with original introductions. All
titles will be released simultaneously in hardcover
and in paperback.
Readers have been eager to again have books
in print by America’s greatest detective story
writers, many of which have been unavailable
for several decades, and this series promises
to bring back the very best. With more
than forty years of experience as an editor,
critic, publisher, and bookseller, Otto Penzler’s
selections are made with unparalleled expertise,
meaning that these books are sure to please
both long-time fans as well as newcomers to
the genre.

Ellery Queen
The Chinese
Orange Mystery
An Ellery Queen Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

A topsy-turvy crime scene sends a detective on a
puzzling quest for the truth.
The offices of foreign literature publisher and renowned stamp collector Donald
Kirk are often host to strange activities, but the most recent occurance—the
murder of an unknown caller, found dead in an empty waiting room—is unlike
any that has come before. Nobody, it seems, entered or exited the room, and yet
the crime scene clearly has been manipulated, leaving everything in the room
turned backwards and upside down. Stuck through the back of the corpse’s
shirt are two long spears—and a tangerine is missing from the fruit bowl. Enter
amateur sleuth Ellery Queen, who arrives just in time to witness the discovery
of the body, only to be immediately drawn into a complex case in which no clue
is too minor or too glaring to warrant careful consideration.
Reprinted for the first time in over thirty years, The Chinese Orange Mystery is
revered to this day for its challenging conceit and inventive solution. The book is
a “fair-play” mystery in which readers have all the clues needed to solve the crime.
In 1981, the novel was selected as one of the top ten locked room mysteries of
all time by a panel of mystery-world luminaries that included Julian Symons,
Edward D. Hoch, Howard Haycraft, and Otto Penzler.

“Ellery Queen is the American detective story.”
—Anthony Boucher
“Without doubt the best of the Queen
stories.” 
—The New York Times Book Review

Ellery Queen was a pen
name created and shared by
two cousins, Frederic Dannay
(1905-1982) and Manfred B.
Lee (1905-1971), as well as the
name of their most famous detective. Born in Brooklyn, they
spent forty-two years writing the
greatest puzzle-mysteries of their
time, gaining the duo a reputation as the foremost American
authors of the Golden Age “fair
play” mystery.
Eventually famous on television and radio, Queen’s first appearance came in
1929 when the cousins won a mystery-writing contest with the book that
would eventually be published as The Roman Hat Mystery. Besides co-writing
the Queen novels, Dannay founded Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, one of
the most influential crime publications of all time. Although Dannay outlived
his cousin by nine years, he retired the fictional Queen upon Lee’s death.
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Dorothy
B. Hughes
The So Blue
Marble
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

Three well-heeled villains terrorize New York’s high
society in pursuit of a rare and powerful gem.
The society pages announce it before she even arrives: Griselda Satterlee, daughter
of the princess of Rome, has left her career as an actress behind and is traveling
to Manhattan to reinvent herself as a fashion designer. They also announce the
return of the dashing Montefierrow twins to New York after a twelve-year sojourn
in Europe. But there is more to this story than what’s reported, which becomes
clear when the three meet one evening during a walk, and their polite conversation quickly takes a menacing turn. The twins are seeking a rare and powerful
gem and they believe it’s stashed in the unused apartment where Griselda is
staying. Baffled by the request, she pushes them away, but they won’t take no for
an answer. When they return, accompanied by Griselda’s long-estranged younger
sister, the murders begin...
Drenched in the glamour and luxury of the New York elite, The So Blue Marble is
a perfectly Art Deco suspense novel in which nothing is quite as it seems. While
different in style from her later books, Dorothy B. Hughes’s debut highlights her
greatest strengths as an author, rendered with both the poetic language and the
psychology of fear for which she is known today.

“Extraordinary . . . [Hughes’s] brilliant descriptive
powers make and unmake reality.”

—The New Yorker
“You will have to read [The So Blue Marble]
for yourself, and if you wake up in the night
screaming with terror, don’t say we didn’t warn
you.” 
—The New York Times Book Review

Dorothy B. Hughes (1904–
1993) was a mystery author and
literary critic. Born in Kansas City,
she studied at Columbia University and won an award from the
Yale Series of Younger Poets for
her first book, the poetry collection Dark Certainty (1931). After
writing several unsuccessful manuscripts, she published The So Blue
Marble in 1940, winning praise
for its terse, hard-boiled prose.
Hughes published thirteen more novels, the best known of which are
The Fallen Sparrow (1942), Ride the Pink Horse (1946), In a Lonely Place
(1947). All three were made into successful films. In the early fifties,
Hughes largely stopped writing fiction, preferring to focus on criticism,
for which she would go on to win an Edgar Award. In 1978, the Mystery
Writers of America presented Hughes with the Grand Master Award for
literary achievement.
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Clayton
Rawson
Death From a
Top Hat
A Great Merlini Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler
A detective steeped in the art of magic solves the
mystifying murder of two occultists.
Now retired from the tour circuit on which he made his name, master magician
The Great Merlini spends his days running a magic shop in New York’s Times
Square and his nights moonlighting as a consultant for the NYPD. The cops call
him when faced with crimes so impossible that they can only be comprehended
by a magician’s mind. In the most recent case, two occultists are discovered dead
in locked rooms, one spread out on a pentagram, both appearing to have been
murdered under similar circumstances. The list of suspects includes an escape
artist, a professional medium, and a ventriloquist, so it’s clear that the crimes took
place in a realm that Merlini knows well. But in the end it will take his logical
skills, and not his magical ones, to apprehend the killer.
Reprinted for the first time in over twenty years, Death from a Top Hat is an ingeniously-plotted puzzle set in the world of New York stage magic, which was at its
pinnacle in the early twentieth century. In 1981, the novel was selected as one of
the top ten locked room mysteries of all time by a panel of mystery-world luminaries that included Julian Symons, Edward D. Hoch, Ellery Queen’s co-creator
Frederic Dannay, and Otto Penzler.

“A cornerstone of detective fiction.”
—The New York Times
“Good entertainment, with diverting red
herrings to mislead the reader.”
—Kirkus

Clayton Rawson (1906–
1971) was a novelist, editor,
and magician. He is best
known for creating the Great
Merlini, an illusionist and
amateur sleuth introduced in
Death from a Top Hat (1938).
Rawson followed the character
through three more novels,
concluding the series with No
Coffin for the Corpse (1942). In
1941 and 1943 he published
the short-story collections
Death out of Thin Air and
Death from Nowhere, starring Don Diavolo, an escape artist introduced in
the Merlini series.
In 1945 Rawson was among the founders of the Mystery Writers of America. He served as the first editor for the group’s newsletter, The Third Degree,
and coined its famous slogan: “Crime Doesn’t Pay—Enough.” Rawson
continued writing and editing for the rest of his life.
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Craig Rice
Home Sweet
Homicide
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

The children of a mystery writer play amateur
sleuths and matchmakers.
Unoccupied and unsupervised while mother is working, the children of widowed
crime writer Marion Carstairs find diversion wherever they can. So when the
kids hear gunshots at the house next door, they jump at the chance to launch
their own amateur investigation—and after all, why shouldn’t they? They know
everything the cops do about crime scenes, having read about them in mother’s
novels. They know what her literary detectives would do in such a situation, how
they would interpret the clues and handle witnesses. Plus, if the children solve
the puzzle before the cops, it will do wonders for the sales of mother’s novels. But
this crime scene isn’t a game at all; the murder is real, and when its details prove
more twisted than anything in mother’s fiction, they’ll have to enlist Marion’s help
to sort them out. Or is that just part of their plan to hook her up with the lead
detective on the case?
The basis for the 1946 film with the same name, Home Sweet Homicide is the novel that launched Craig Rice to literary fame. The book, a comedic crime story that
pokes fun at the conventions of the genre, finds “the Dorothy Parker of detective
fiction” at her most entertaining.

“The doyenne of the comic mystery”
—Kirkus
“Rice made the screwball mystery her specialty
with wacky characters, outrageous situations and
a sense of pure fun.” 
—TCM.com

Craig Rice (1908–1957),
born Georgiana Ann Randolph
Craig, was an American author
of mystery novels, short stories,
and screenplays. In 1946, she
became the first mystery writer
to appear on the cover of Time
magazine.
Best known for her character
John J. Malone, a rumpled
Chicago lawyer, Rice’s writing
style was unique in its ability to
mix gritty, hard-boiled writing
with the entertainment of a screwball comedy. She also collaborated
with mystery writer Stuart Palmer on screenplays and short stories, and
ghost-wrote several titles published under the byline of actor George
Sanders.
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Mary Roberts
Rinehart
The Red Lamp
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

A professor tries to stop a murder spree, uncertain
whether the culprit is man or ghost.
An all-around skeptic when it comes to the supernatural, literature professor William Porter gives no credence to claims that Twin Towers, the seaside manor he’s just
inherited, might be haunted. He finds nothing mysterious about the conditions in
which his Uncle Horace died, leaving the property behind; it was a simple case of
cardiac arrest, nothing more. So, though his wife, more attuned to spiritual disturbance, refuses to occupy the main house, Porter convinces her to spend a summer
at the estate and stay in the lodge elsewhere on the grounds. But not long after they
arrive, Porter sees the evidence of haunting that the townspeople speak of: a shadowy figure illuminated by the red light of Horace’s writing lamp, the very light that
shone on the scene of his death. And though he isn’t convinced that it is a spirit and
not a man, Porter knows that, whichever it is, the figure is responsible for the rash
of murders—first of sheep, then of people—that breaks out across the countryside.
Somehow, though, the suspect eludes him every time and, in his pursuit, Porter
risks implicating himself in the very crimes he hopes to solve.
Written with atmospheric prose and tension that rises with every page, The Red
Lamp is a hybrid of murder mystery and gothic romance that shows the “American Agatha Christie” at the height of her powers.

“There are a few masters in the field of crime
who never stale, and Mary Roberts Rinehart is
one of the select group.”
—Kirkus
“[Rinehart’s] literary distinction lies in the
combination of love, humor and murder that
she wove into her tales. . . . She helped the
mystery story grow up.”
— The New York Times
Mary Roberts Rinehart
(1876-1958) was the most beloved and best-selling mystery
writer in America in the first
half of the twentieth century.
Born in Pittsburgh to the owner of a sewing machine factory,
she wrote fiction in her spare
time until a stock market crash
sent her and her husband into
debt, forcing her to lean on her
writing to pay the bills. Her
first two novels, The Circular
Staircase (1908) and The Man
in Lower Ten (1909), established her as a bright young talent, and it wasn’t
long before she was a regular on bestseller lists.
Among her dozens of novels were The Amazing Adventures of Letitia Carberry
(1911) and The Bat (1932), which was among the inspirations for Bob Kane’s
Batman. Today, Rinehart is often called an American Agatha Christie, even
though she was much more popular than Christie during her heyday.
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Stuart Palmer
The Puzzle
of the Happy
Hooligan
A Hildegarde Withers
Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler
After a screenwriter is murdered on a film set, a
street-smart school teacher searches for the killer.
Hildegarde Withers is just your average school teacher—with above-average skills
in the art of deduction. The New Yorker often finds herself investigating crimes
led only by her own meddlesome curiosity, though her friends on the NYPD don’t
mind when she solves their cases for them. After plans for a grand tour of Europe
are interrupted by Germany’s invasion of Poland, Miss Withers heads to sunny
Los Angeles instead, where her vacation finds her working as a technical advisor on
the set of a film adaptation of the Lizzie Borden story. The producer has plans for
an epic retelling of the historical killer’s patricidal spree—plans which are derailed
when a screenwriter turns up dead. While the local authorities quickly deem his
death accidental, Withers suspects therwise and calls up a detective back home for
advice. The two soon team up to catch a wily killer.
At once a pleasantly complex locked room mystery and a hilarious look at the
foibles of Hollywood, The Puzzle of the Happy Hooligan finds Palmer, a screenwriter
himself, at his most perceptive. Reprinted for the first time in over thirty years, this
riotously funny novel shows why Hildegarde Withers was among the most beloved
detectives of Golden Age American mystery novel.

“The Puzzle of the Happy Hooligan is a book that
will keep you laughing and guessing from the first
page to the last.”
—The New York Times
“Entertaining, original.”

—Kirkus

Stuart Palmer (1905–1968) was
an American author of mysteries.
Born in Baraboo, Wisconsin,
Palmer worked a number of odd
jobs—including apple picking,
journalism, and copywriting—
before publishing his first novel,
the crime drama Ace of Jades, in
1931. It was with his second novel, however, that he established his
writing career: The Penguin Pool
Murder introduced Hildegarde
Withers, a schoolmarm who, on a
field trip to the New York Aquarium, discovers a dead body in the pool.
Withers was an immensely popular character, and went on to star in
thirteen more novels, including Miss Withers Regrets (1947) and Nipped
in the Bud (1951). A master of intricate plotting, Palmer found success
writing for Hollywood, where several of his books, including The Penguin Pool Murder, were filmed by RKO Pictures Inc.
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Coming in 2019,
classic titles from
authors including...
Erle Stanley Gardner
Frances & Richard
Lockridge
H.F. Heard
Ellery Queen
and more!

