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new voices in
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suspense

Stéphanie Buelens
An Inconvenient Woman
“Beautifully, beautifully written and suspenseful from the chilling opening until
the end.” —JAMES PATTERSON, #1 New York Times bestselling author
“Addictive, immersive, unputdownable. As deep and human as it is rocket-paced,
An Inconvenient Woman is a slick, accomplished debut.”
—LISA UNGER, New York Times bestselling author of The Stranger Inside
“A hangman’s noose of a thriller, airtight and inescapable, each strand expertly
braided, each loop perfectly knotted.”—A. J. FINN, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Woman in the Window
“A dark and riveting thriller with unexpected twists at every turn. I loved the
two women at the heart of the story.”—CAMILLA LÄCKBERG, internationally bestselling author of The Golden Cage
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“Buelens weaves an intricate and dark narrative that kept me up well into the
night.”—MITCHELL KAPLAN, owner, Books & Books, Florida

In this debut psychological thriller, two women
on opposite sides of the law dig at the heart of
a years-old crime in order to stop a future one
LA-based French tutor Claire Fontaine knows her ex-husband killed their teenage daughter all those years back, and she knows he’s capable of killing again. So
when she sees him move in with another woman and play stepfather for a girl the
same age as the one she lost, Claire tries desperately to warn the new bride of the
danger facing her family. But when the woman dismisses her admonishments, she
sees her chance to take matters into her own hands and stop the crime she failed
to stop before.
Sloane Wilson left the LAPD to work as a “sin eater,” a contractor for hire who
specializes in cleaning up inconvenient situations — situations which, for whatever reason, are better handled outside the law. Like, for example, an ex-wife who
stalks her former husband, throws paint on his door, and makes vague, violent
threats to his new wife.
As Sloane investigates her newest mission, however, she finds that there is more
to the story than meets the eye, uncovering a history of trauma that casts aspersions on both Claire and Sloane’s client. In a case where objective truth is increasingly muddled by passions, suspicions, and fears, she soon loses the ability to distinguish fact from fiction. But Sloane knows one thing for certain: sometimes the
only way to prevent a crime is by committing one.
•••••••

Stéphanie Buelens was born in Belgium and educated in France. She has traveled to more than
thirty countries. For the last twenty years, she
has lived between Paris and Los Angeles. She
has worked as an actress, interpreter, translator,
business consultant, French media coach, and language instructor. She currently lives in Belgium.

HC 978-1-61316-190-6, $25.95
EBOOK 978-1-61316-191-3
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A gripping debut psychological thriller
in which the demons from an artist’s
traumatic past come to haunt her
idyllic new country home
Excerpt:

The sun blazed from an unsullied sky. The leaves ceased their
rustling and the blades of grass
stilled. Peace once again folded
itself over the trees and the natural order was restored—except
for what now lay there, broken
and bloody, sprawled on the
mossy woodland floor.

A fly gently settled on her forehead and observed with interest
the clotted mess forming before
its compound eyes. It shimmered
like a jewel as it dipped its head
to greedily taste. Where once was
beauty lay destruction and the
buttercups averted their sunny
faces from the sight.

Julie Cameron
Only Truth

He slipped away between the
trees, his every fiber singing with
the joy of what he’d done; he was
transformed, the secret of who he
was and what he could be finally
revealed. He was Mors, God of
Death, and the air in his wake
shivered with the knowledge that
something inhuman had passed
that way.
What he didn’t see, as he left her
there, was the bubble forming at
her parted lips, or the plucking
of her fingers as they grasped at
life’s thin thread.
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A successful artist with a doting husband, Isabel Dryland knows she should be
grateful for her happy life. It’s a complete reversal from the one she led before,
when normalcy seemed out of reach, after a violent assault she cannot remember
left her shattered and scarred. Even though the memory was lost, the nagging
feeling that she was damaged goods and the lingering effects of her injuries kept
her questioning her sanity at times.
Tom, her husband, thinks a move will be the fresh start they need and has even
found the perfect house: a country estate that reminds him of one he admired in
his youth. But all Isabel feels when she visits is an overwhelming sense of dread.
Betrayed by her instincts so often before, she decides to trust Tom’s, to accept the
move, and learn to love their new home over time.
Instead, she learns that beneath the pretty façade of their new home lurk dark
secrets powerful enough to bring her own trauma back to the fore. There is an
uncanny familiarity about the place, as if it were infected by the experiences she
hoped to escape. And the recurring presence of a mysterious stranger further disturbs her, giving her the sensation of being a predator’s stalked prey.
Isabel struggles to determine whether her fear is caused by memory alone, or by
threats existing very much in the present. To find out, she’ll have to finally close
the book on what occurred so many years ago—but how do you heal from a past
you cannot recall, when only the truth about your past can set you free?
•••••••

Julie Cameron was born and lives in the UK. Her
love of books led her to enroll in a creative writing
course, which resulted in the completion of her
debut novel, Only Truth. Julie has one daughter
and lives in a small village in the Berkshire countryside with her husband and two cats.
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The murder of a local high school
student rocks one woman’s family to
its core—and threatens to expose her
deepest, darkest secrets in the process
Excerpt:

S. A. Prentiss
You Will Never
Know

There were times in Jessica
Thornton’s life when she could
remember in excruciating detail
past experiences, even though
she easily forgot daily tasks like
going to Hannaford’s to pick
up some milk and orange juice
or swinging by the Warner post
office to mail out some bills.
She still remembered her first
sleepovers with Kristin Young,
her neighborhood friend in
Haverhill, when she had realized there were families in which
Mom and Dad didn’t yell at each
other after dinner. And that
fumbling, painful, yet pleasurable
night when she had lost her virginity to Bobby. The time in the
hospital in Newburyport when
she held the red-faced, squealing
little girl and knew for certain
that she was instantly in love
with her daughter. The night she
got the phone call to tell her that
Bobby had died in a drunk-driving crash. And the hopeful day
she married Ted more than three
years ago, filled with desire that
her life was finally going to turn
around and mean something for
her and her girl.
Now, this instant, this time,
would join that list of never-to-be-forgotten moments.
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After a lifetime of hardship, Jessica Thornton finally has the life she’s dreamed of:
A new marriage to a realtor with burgeoning success; a daughter whose athleticism has won her a scholarship to college; and a freshly-secured grant from her
bank to finally complete her own higher education.
Her life today is a complete reversal from the not-too-distant past, when the
death of her first husband left her penniless and desperate to provide for her
then-newborn child. But after the murder of her children’s high school classmate,
a series of disturbances brings Jessica to question whether her dreams ever actually came true, or whether they’ve just been delusions all along…
In the days after the murder, suspicion creeps in at every corner, beginning with
Jessica’s daughter and stepson, who won’t tell her where they were on that fateful
night. Then she discovers that her husband’s business is failing, not growing, and
that the stories he’s told of meetings with high-powered investors were nothing
more than lies.
And when a private investigator comes to look into the death of her first husband,
her last foundation of truth slips suddenly away.

“With skillful dexterity, Prentiss delivers a haunting
portrayal of a sinister family with slow, creeping
dread. You Will Never Know is a wicked slice of
suburban noir.”—PETER SWANSON, bestselling
author of Eight Perfect Murders
S. A. Prentiss is the pseudonym of a New York Times bestselling author living and
writing in New England.
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Vincent
Starrett
The Great
Hotel Murder
Introduction by
Lyndsay Faye
AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS

In a grand Chicago hotel, a mysterious death sets a
puzzling whodunnit in motion
When a New York banker is discovered dead from an apparent morphine
overdose in a Chicago hotel, the circumstances surrounding his untimely end
are suspicious to say the least. The dead man had registered under a fake name
at the hotel, and switched rooms with a stranger he met and drank with in the
hotel bar.

Enter theatre critic and amateur sleuth Riley Blackwood, a friend of the hotel’s
owner, who endeavors to untangle this puzzling tale as discreetly as possible.
But when another detective working the case, whose patron is unknown, is
thrown from a yacht deck during a party by an equally unknown assailant, the
investigation makes a splash among Chicago society. And then several of the
possible suspects skip town, leaving Blackwood struggling to determine their
guilt or innocence—and their whereabouts.
Reissued for the first time in over eighty years, The Great Hotel Murder is a devilishly complex whodunnit with a classical aristocratic setting, sure to please
Golden Age mystery fans of all stripes. In 1935, the story was adapted for a
film of the same name.
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“An ingenious plot with enough complications
to keep the reader guessing . . . The Great Hotel
Murder makes good reading.”—New York Times

Vincent Starrett (1886–
1974) was a Mystery Writers
of America Grand Master, as
well as a renowned critic and
collector who became one of
the world’s foremost experts on
Sherlock Holmes.

Perhaps known best today
for The Private Life of Sherlock
Holmes, an imaginative biography of the great detective,
much of Starrett’s professional
life found him working as the
books columnist for the Chicago
Tribune. He also wrote biographies of authors such as Robert Louis Stevenson and Ambrose Bierce, various books on books and book collecting,
Sherlockian pastiches and numerous short stories and novels, of which The
Great Hotel Murder was the most successful.
He was a founding member of the Baker Street Irregulars.

Lyndsay Faye is the award-winning author of critically acclaimed historical
mystery fiction, with titles including Dust and Shadow; Edgar Award-nominee The Gods of Gotham, Jane Steele, and The Paragon Hotel.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-188-3, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-187-6, $25.95
SEPTEMBER • TERRITORY W

Anthony
Boucher
The Case of the
Baker Street
Irregulars
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS

On the set of a Sherlock Holmes film, a group of literary
experts gets drawn into a puzzling murder plot
For the die-hard Sherlock Holmes fans that comprise the Baker Street Irregulars—some of them famous authors and widely-respected critics—there’s
something particularly infuriating about unfaithful adaptations of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s immortal works. So when they get word that a Hollywood
studio has plans to produce a tough, hard-boiled interpretation of the Great
Detective, written by an author who has expressed disdain not only the group
and its members, but for the source material as well, they immediately express
their concern, threatening the picture with a campaign of boycotts and smears.
Recognizing the influence wielded by the group, the studio invites a selection
of members to visit the set, hoping to placate their complaints. But as soon as
they arrive, things start to get strange, first with a series of ominous warnings,
each one referencing one of Holmes’s famous cases, and soon thereafter, with
murder.
A complex yet humorous whodunnit with fairly played clues which provide
the reader with all the information needed to solve the crime, The Case of the
Baker Street Irregulars is sure to please Sherlock Holmes fans of all stripes, and
anyone who appreciates a challenging puzzle.
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“If you know your Sherlock Holmes—and even
if you don’t—you will enjoy this delightfully
farcical narrative, which offers a surprise on
nearly every page. There is a good mystery plot,
too, and the solution is the biggest surprise of
all.”—New York Times

Anthony Boucher (19111968) was an American author,
editor, and critic, perhaps best
known today as the namesake
of the annual Bouchercon
convention, an international
meeting of mystery writers,
fans, critics, and publishers.

Born William Anthony Parker
White, he wrote under various
pseudonyms and published
fiction in a number of genres
outside of mystery, including
fantasy and science fiction. In
the early 1940s, he was a member of the Mañana Society, a group of writers who met at Robert A. Heinlein’s house and the inspiration for Rocket to
the Morgue (also available from American Mystery Classics). He was also
a member of the Baker Street Irregulars, the real-life organization at the
heart of The Case of the Baker Street Irregulars.

Otto Penzler, the creator of American Mystery Classics, is an award-winning publisher, critic, anthologist, and editor of mystery fiction best known
as the founder of the Mysterious Press (1975), MysteriousPress.com (2011),
and New York City’s Mysterious Bookshop (1979).
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-182-1, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-181-4, $25.95
OCTOBER • TERRITORY W

Ellery Queen
The Egyptian
Cross Mystery
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS

Ellery Queen investigates a series of bizarre murders that
lead to a mysterious religious cult
“Crucifixion on Christmas Day.” That’s what the newspapers report when a
small-town schoolteacher is discovered dead, beheaded, and tied to a T-shaped
cross on December 25th. It’s a murder bizarre enough to pique Ellery Queen’s
interest — and intriguing enough to lure him to the West Virginia village
where it occurred to take a closer look. But when he arrives, Queen is met with
too few clues and too little evidence to produce a satisfactory verdict, even for
a master sleuth such as himself, and so returns home to New York defeated.

The yuletide gore is a distant memory when the next such murder occurs,
identical in every way, but now the location has moved to Long Island. When
Ellery Queen learns that the sun-worshipping nudist cult he encountered
down south has made the same relocation, it becomes clear that the group and
the killings must be intertwined. But then several more crucifixion murders
follow, drawing Queen deeper into a tangled and eerie puzzle unlike anything
he’s encountered before.
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Reissued for the first time in decades, The Egyptian Cross Mystery is a “fair play”
puzzle in which the readers have all the clues necessary to solve the mystery
themselves. It is the fifth of Ellery Queen’s cases, which may be enjoyed in any
order.

“A new Ellery Queen book has always been
something to look forward to.”
—Agatha Christie
“Ellery Queen is the American detective
novel.”—Anthony Boucher
“A genre giant.”—Publishers Weekly
Ellery Queen was a pen
name created and shared by
two cousins, Frederic Dannay
(1905–1982) and Manfred B.
Lee (1905–1971), as well as the
name of their most famous detective. Born in Brooklyn, they
spent forty-two years writing,
editing, and anthologizing under the name, gaining a reputation as the foremost American authors of the Golden Age
“fair play” mystery.

Although eventually famous
on television and radio, Queen’s first appearance came in 1928 when
the cousins won a mystery-writing contest with the book that would
be published as The Roman Hat Mystery. Besides co-writing the Queen
novels, Dannay founded Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, one of the
most influential crime publications of all time.

Otto Penzler, the creator of American Mystery Classics, is an award-winning publisher, critic, anthologist, and editor of mystery fiction best known
as the founder of the Mysterious Press (1975), MysteriousPress.com (2011),
and New York City’s Mysterious Bookshop (1979).
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-178-4, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-177-7, $25.95
NOVEMBER • TERRITORY W

Todd Downing
Vultures in the
Sky
Introduction by
Otto Penzler

AMERICAN
MYSTERY
CLASSICS

A train headed for Mexico City meets murder when it
stalls out in the desert . . .
The journey of the Mexico City-bound Pullman seems ill-fated from the outset—what with the engine troubles and the threat of an impending railway
strike—but no one aboard expects the terror that will descend upon the luxury
train between Laredo and its destination. First a man dies as the vehicle passes
through a dark tunnel and then, just as United States Customs Agent Hugh
Rennert begins to investigate, the train comes to a screeching halt in the middle of the desert.
More deaths follow, and when it becomes clear that a murderer is on the loose,
the stationary cars transform into an isolated hall of horrors. The varied and
intriguing cast of passengers begins to panic, but Rennert remains calm and
collected, untangling the web of motives in a desperate search for the culprit.
A suspenseful whodunnit that charts a path through the Mexican wilderness,
Vultures in the Sky highlights the best aspects of the Golden Age mystery, mixing classical detective work with a tense, closed-circle setting. The third novel
in Todd Downing’s Hugh Rennert series (which can be enjoyed in any order),
it shows an undeservedly forgotten author working at the top of his craft.
16

“Tensely dramatic.”— New York Times
“You won’t go wrong in giving Todd Downing a
try.”— Washington Post

Todd Downing (1902-1974)
was an author, reviewer, and
teacher of detective fiction, as
well as an expert on the Choctaw language. He is best known
today as one of the first Native
American mystery writers.
Born in Atoka, Indian Territory, Downing spent most of
his life in and around Oklahoma, except for a brief period
studying Spanish, French, and
anthropology at the National
University of Mexico.

Downing wrote six titles in the Hugh Rennert series, then turned to
nonfiction, at which point he produced books on Mexican history and
Choctaw grammar.

James Sallis is the award-winning author of eighteen novels, including the
Lew Griffin series, the Driver series (inspiration for the 2011 film, Drive),
and the John Turner series. He has also published numerous short story collections, poetry collections, literary biographies, and criticism.
PB ISBN 978-1-61316-180-7, $15.95 • HC ISBN 978-1-61316-179-1, $25.95
DECEMBER • TERRITORY W
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“Charlotte Armstrong’s suspense tales feel as
vivid and fresh today as a half century ago.”
—Megan Abbott

“A marvel.”—A. J. Finn,
author of The Woman in the Window

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-123-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-122-7
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-167-8
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-166-1
5.25” X 8” • 288pp. • Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW
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A “stellar” locked-room puzzle with characters
based on Golden Age science fiction luminaries
(Publishers Weekly Starred Review).

“[The Mad Hatter Mystery] is the most attractive
mystery I have read for a long time.”
—Dorothy Sayers

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-136-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-135-7
5.25” X 8” • 224pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-133-3
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-132-6
5.25” X 8” • 312pp. • Territory Y
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“An all-time classic by an author scrupulous
about playing fair with his readers”
—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

An “outstanding” and “suspenseful” whodunnit
from one of mystery fiction most beloved
writers (Booklist Starred Review).

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-130-2
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-129-6
5.25”X8” • 288pp. • Territory Y

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-148-7
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-147-0
5.25”X8” • 288pp. • Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW
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The Case
of the
Careless Kitten

The Case of
the Baited Hook

E R L E S TA N L E Y
GARDNER

ERLE STANLEY
GA R D N E R
A
PERRY MASON
Mystery

“One of the best of the Perry Mason tales”
—The New York Times

“Amazing originality”—New York Times

A Perry Mason Mystery
“[Gardner’s] Mason books remain tantalizing on
every page and brilliant.”—Scott Turow

A Perry Mason Mystery
“Noone has ever matched Gardner for swift, sure
exposition.”—Kirkus

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-116-6
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-115-9
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-174-6
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-172-2
5.25” X 8” • 288pp. • Territory W

“A must-read for nostalgia buffs, this seminal tale
of legal intrigue holds up remarkably well even
for casual fans.”—Kirkus

“Sinister, the suspense cuts down respiration
40%, and it’s a tale well and truly told.”
—Rex Stout

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-144-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-143-2
5.25” X 8” • 336pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-121-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-120-3
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. •Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW
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“The perfect in-flight read. The only thing that’s
dated is the long-distance train.”
—Kirkus

“[The So Blue Marble] will suck you in even as it
makes you keep asking, ‘Did I just read that?’ ”
—Kirkus Starred Review

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-146-3
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-145-6
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-105-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-111-1
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. • Territory W
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After a murder in the library, it’s up to a chief
cataloguer Gilda Gorham to solve the crime and
stop a bookish killer.

“Delicious . . . An enormously
engaging old-school mystery.”
—Booklist Starred Review

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-171-5
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-169-2
5.25” X 8” • 288pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-118-0
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-117-3
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. • Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW

“Stellar . . . Marquand’s skillful portrayal of a deeply flawed lead makes this a standout.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Will keep you laughing and guessing
from the first page to the last.”
—New York Times

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-157-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-156-2
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory A

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-104-3
Hardcover, $25.9, ISBN 978-1-61316-114-2
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. • Territory W
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“Exceptional . . . a genuine treat for those who
love to match wits with fictional detectives. ”
—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

“Queen at his best . . . a classic of brilliant deduction under extreme circumstances.”
—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-127-2
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-126-5
5.25” X 8” • 312pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-155-5
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-154-8
5.25” X 8” • 288pp. • Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW
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“Another absolute gem unearthed
by Otto Penzler . . . What a find!”
—Booklist Starred Review

“One of the all-time greatest
impossible murder mysteries.”
—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-125-8
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-124-1
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-101-2
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-109-8
5.25” X 8” • 288pp. • Territory W

“An entertaining puzzle mystery
that stands the test of time.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Twisty and atmospheric . . . Rinehart keeps
the pages turning without stinting on
characterization.”—Publishers Weekly

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-269-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-138-8
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-160-9
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-159-3
5.25” X 8” • 264pp. • Territory W
AVAILABLE
NOW
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“A masterpiece.”—Joe R. Lansdale
“A strange and terrifying story.”
—New York Times

“Unrelentingly grim . . . an excellent addition to
the American Mystery Classics series”
—Publishers Weekly Starred Review

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-165-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-164-7
5.25” X 8” • 216pp. • Territory W

Paperback, $15.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-152-4
Hardcover, $25.95, ISBN 978-1-61316-151-7
5.25” X 8” • 312pp. • Territory W

Displays available! Shelf-talkers, too!
Ask your rep for details.
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